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NVOCCs want container weight mandate updates from 
IMO 
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A working group made up of major non-vessel-operating common carriers is urging the International Maritime 

Organization to issue status updates of how the 162 contracting states to the SOLAS convention will implement the 

container weight mandate. 

The Global Consolidators Group said updates are needed because growing confusion and a well-established lack of 

information makes it nearly impossible for shippers and carriers to operate on a level playing field by following by the 

same standards. The Feb 28. letter to the IMO from the GCG is the latest attempt by the industry to nail down 

regulatory expectations surrounding the amendment to the Safety of Life at Sea, or SOLAS, that takes effect July 1. 
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“Shippers around the world are currently unaware as to how IMO Member States will implement the SOLAS 

amendment, how the new requirements will be enforced, who will be enforcing them, the associated penalties and 

other relevant requirements,” the GCG said. 

Citing the need for standard practices worldwide, the GCG issued a series of bullet points it wants the IMO to inform 

industry of by April 1. 

The GCG is asking the IMO to have member states submit the following information: 

 — The authority responsible for implementing and enforcing the VGM. 

 — The status of rules/regulations/guidance issued by member states to implement the new SOLAS rule. 

 — Whether a member state will accept variation from the stated VGM, and the degree of that variation. 

 — If member states will issue specific guidelines and requirements for the timing and means of submission for the 

VGM. 

 — If member states will provide a list of certified third-party vendors and locations where shippers can acquire a 

VGM. 

 — Who will be responsible if VGM violations are found, and what will be the penalties for such violations. 

 — If a member state plans to delay or phase-in implementation and enforcement. 

The call for official and regular information updates from the IMO comes after the U.S. Coast Guard upended the 

common assumptions regarding enforcement and shipper liability, at least in the U.S. 

From the perspective of the U.S. agency responsible for enforcing all aspects of SOLAS, whether a shipper uses 

Method 1, which is obtaining a VGM by weighing the fully loaded container, or Method 2, which is weighing all the 

contents separately and adding that to the tare weight of the container, the VGM is a business matter between 

shippers and carriers. 

The Coast Guard has also said it will not provide any new guidance on the measure, despite the fact the SOLAS rule 

calls for shippers following Method 2 to use “a certified method approved by the competent authority of the State in 

which packing of the container was completed.” 

That change led a major U.S. exporter group to urge its members to resist carrier demands for compliance that go 

beyond the hands-off approach of the Coast Guard, creating more uncertainty and doubt for shippers. 

Meanwhile, forwarders are demanding more clarity from container lines about how they will accept VGM information 

and industry players are working to create new shipping documents to meet the task. 

Contact Dustin Braden at dustin.braden@ihs.com and follow him on Twitter: @dustin_joc. 
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