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ILWU-PMA talks recessed until Aug. 4 
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The International Longshore and Warehouse Union and Pacific Maritime Association have recessed 

contract negotiations for the coming week so ILWU officers can participate in unrelated contract talks 

with grain handlers in the Pacific Northwest. 

In a joint statement, the ILWU and PMA said the past three days were marked by “productive” 

contract talks. Negotiations on the coastwide contract will resume on Aug. 4 in San Francisco. 
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There is no contract in effect because the previous six-year agreement expired on July 1. “While 

there is no contract extension in place, both parties have pledged to keep cargo moving,” the ILWU 

and PMA stated. 

Although the lack of a contract adds uncertainty to waterfront operations, cargo volumes have not 

suffered. In Los Angeles-Long Beach, which accounts for about 70 percent of the container volume 

at West Coast ports, ILWU man-hours paid in the week of July 11 totaled 391,380, which was down 

slightly from the 391,865 hours paid in the same week last year.  In previous weeks this summer, 

paid man-hours had been exceeding 400,000 each week, according to numbers published on the 

PMA website. 

These statistics indicate that while some diversion of cargo to Canadian ports and U.S. East Coast 

ports is taking place, the diversion from the West Coast this contract year has not been significant. 

Summer vacations are also at play this time of year. Part-time workers, known as casuals, have 

been racking up more hours than usual. On Friday, for example, 60 percent of the general longshore 

jobs and 52 percent of the marine clerk jobs in Los Angeles-Long Beach were filled by casuals. 

The negotiations next week involve the ILWU and several grain export terminals in the Pacific 

Northwest. The grain handlers are not PMA members, and the contract is separate from the 

coastwide contract being negotiated in San Francisco. 

Contact Bill Mongelluzzo at bmongelluzzo@joc.com and follow him on Twitter: @billmongelluzzo. 
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