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LA Port Has Big March as Container Volumes 
Rebound 
Bill Mongelluzzo, Senior Editor | Apr 21, 2014 9:47AM EDT 

Container volumes in Los Angeles-Long Beach surged in March as factories in Asia returned to full 

production after the Chinese New Year lull in February, with double-digit growth in LA offsetting 

sagging traffic at its neighbor. 

Loaded import containers at the United States’ largest port complex increased 20.7 percent, and 

exports were up 10 percent. Total container volume for the port complex, including empties, 

increased 16.4 percent over March 2013, according to numbers published on the ports’ websites. 

March’s strong performance by the Southern California port complex followed a weak February in 

the trans-Pacific when imports dropped 7 percent, exports were down 3 percent and total container 

volume declined 6 percent compared with the same month last year. 

Container volumes each winter rise and fall based on the timing of the Lunar New Year celebrations, 

when factories in Asia close for two weeks or longer. This year the celebrations began on Jan. 30, 

so container volumes were down in February. 

The drop could have been exaggerated because Lunar New Year in 2013 was later, so February 

was a strong month. Similarly, March 2013 was a slow month, so container volumes this March are 

being compared to a weak March 2013. 
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The volumes even out when measured over the entire quarter. Year-to-date through March, total 

container volume in the Los Angeles-Long Beach port complex increased 3.3 percent compared to 

the first three months of 2013. 

Individual port numbers in March reflect the new reality of carrier and terminal cooperation 

agreements in the trans-Pacific. In Long Beach, imports declined 0.7 percent, exports dropped 1.5 

percent, and total container volume including empties was down 1.9 percent compared with March 

2013. 

Los Angeles, however, had an exceptionally strong March, with imports increasing 42 percent, 

exports up 21.6 percent, and total container volume increasing 34.2 percent compared with March 

2013. 

Long Beach spokesman Art Wong said an Evergreen service that had been calling in Long Beach 

for the past 12 weeks was shifted to that carrier’s terminal in Los Angeles for the ensuing 12 weeks. 

That prearranged agreement contributed to Long Beach’s numbers dropping while Los Angeles’ 

increased. 

Contact Bill Mongelluzzo at bmongelluzzo@joc.com and follow him on Twitter: @billmongelluzzo. 
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