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Cargo flying to Rickenbacker from Hong Kong 

Landing Cathay Pacific Cargo part of airport’s plan for more business 

A Cathay Pacific Cargo aircraft, which can hold 120 to 130 tons of cargo, is unloaded at Rickenbacker Airport. 

A Cathay Pacific 
Cargo jet lands at 
Rickenbacker, 
with goods bound 
for local 
companies. 
Cathay’s first 
cargo flight 
arrived last 
Friday. 
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Goods from the 
Cathay Pacific 

Cargo flight are 
delivered to RCS 

Logistics at 
Rickenbacker. 
Cathay makes 

two flights here 
from Hong Kong 

each week. RCS 
takes the goods 

to their final 
destination. 
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It takes a lot of Body By Victoria demi bras and Upper 

Hudson hoodies to fill a massive Boeing 747-8F freighter 

aircraft. 

Exactly how many is “confidential information,” said Tom 

Owen, senior vice president, Americas of Cathay Pacific, as 

workers recently unloaded several pallets of Victoria’s 

Secret boxes from one of his company’s freighter aircraft 

at Rickenbacker Airport. 

What isn’t confidential was the excitement of officials from the Columbus Regional Airport Authority, Cathay and 

RCS Logistics about the twice-weekly flights from Hong Kong that began on March 21. 

“This is a huge coup for Rickenbacker,” said Patrick Heaney, CEO of international freight forwarder RCS. 

These flights are a step forward in the airport authority’s quest to increase the amount of cargo that flies into 

Rickenbacker. 

“We’re on our way to being a bigger gateway for cargo,” said David Whitaker, the airport authority’s vice president of 

business development. 

RCS — which has a 48,000-square-foot warehouse on the tarmac at Rickenbacker — is a logistics middleman for the 

moving of products from manufacturing sites to points around the globe. 
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The company contacted L Brands — parent of Victoria’s Secret and other chains — Abercrombie& Fitch and the 

Justice chain’s parent, Ascena Retail Group, and set up the Cathay flights that fly the bras, hoodies and lace skater 

dresses manufactured in China to these company’s local warehouses for distribution in Ohio and beyond. 

“Central Ohio is an ideal distribution hub in the United States given its proximity to the population … by ground 

transportation, access to labor and logistics expertise,” Larry Grischow, Abercrombie’s group vice president, supply 

chain, said in an email. 

L Brands officials declined to comment. 

About 77.6 million pounds of cargo arrived at Rickenbacker in 2013, which ranked it 52nd among U.S. airports, 

according to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 

“From here, we service warehouses in several states,” Heaney said. For example, a major sports apparel company will 

have their products arrive at Rickenbacker and RCS trucks them to Memphis, Tenn. A leading global beauty 

company’s products that land here are trucked to Miami. 

The airport authority will try to entice companies that currently fly products into airports in Memphis, Atlanta, 

Chicago, Cincinnati and Cleveland to switch to Rickenbacker. 

“We studied the flow of Columbus-bound fashion goods flown by air to Columbus,” Whitaker said. 

About 24 percent of these goods landed at Rickenbacker, while 34 percent arrived in Chicago, 19 percent in 

Cincinnati, 8 percent in New York and 14 percent at other airports and were then trucked here, he said. 

“We expect the Cathay service will significantly increase the percentage of Columbus-bound fashion landing in 

Columbus, primarily impacting that which is currently landing in Chicago,”Whitaker said. 

The air-cargo industry hasn’t been robust of late. 

“The hope is that with the improving economy, there will be an improvement in the air cargo industry, which has been 

static the past few years,” said John McCurry, editor of Air Cargo World. “Adding Cathay was a big step for 

(Rickenbacker).” 

Cathay Pacific has a fleet of 26 air freighters, and “we’re always looking for new places to fly,” Owen said. “The last few 

years have been flat, but we saw an opportunity here.” 

The aircraft hold 120 to 130 tons of cargo, Owen said. 

Cathay joins other international flights at Rickenbacker. Kalitta Air flies a weekly flight from Shanghai. Cargolux 

flights come from Europe. 

The Cathay flights begin in Hong Kong, refuel in Anchorage, drop off cargo at Rickenbacker and then head to John F. 

Kennedy International Airport in New York. The planes, which have a maximum takeoff weight of 987,000 pounds, 

refuel in Vancouver and fly on to Hong Kong. 

A goal is to eventually load goods onto the Cathay flights at Rickenbacker for distribution in Asia. 



The products on the Cathay flights to Rickenbacker are manufactured primarily in the Pearl River Delta region of 

China. 

While the majority of these products arrive in the U.S. via ship, fashion and technology companies that need their 

products quickly opt for air travel, which is about eight times as expensive as ship transport, Owen and Heaney said. 

“RCS Logistics spearheaded the effort to increase air capacity between Asia and central Ohio,”Grischow said. “We 

support the arrangement as it provides increased air capacity between our primary factory base and distribution 

centers in New Albany.” 

It takes about 15 hours for the Cathay aircraft to fly the 8,200 miles from Hong Kong to Columbus, and a lot less time 

to unload the cargo. 

“We have a six hours turnaround time from wheels down until we have to deliver the cargo to the local warehouses,” 

said Douglas Wahl, Cathay’s director, cargo services, Americas. 

Unloading an aircraft 250 feet long and 63 feet high is a delicate balance of speed, and, well …balance. 

“It’s very important, as you move cargo out of one section of the aircraft, to shift what’s left so you maintain the center 

of gravity, the balance,” said Fred Ruggerio, Cathay’s vice president, cargo, Americas. 

“If you don’t, the nose or the tail will tip over,” he said, adding that each Cathay aircraft is equipped with a center of 

gravity gauge. 
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